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68 Rust Belt Remnants 
 

 

 
 

Amongst the abandoned and decaying factories of the smaller industrial cities of the coal 
and steel producing areas of Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, upper Michigan and 
Minnesota are one of the very lowest income segments.  While whites are a majority, 
there is a significant black minority, and non-family households – largely singles – are 
prevalent. Most are middle aged or older, staying in towns where the jobs have long 
departed. Rents are low, reflecting property values, and generally these are outside of 
the main centers. 

Typical places include Bedford Heights OH, Wellsboro PA, Williamson WV, and East 
Syracuse NY. 
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