[t AGS SEGMENT DESCRIPTIONS AND KEY DEMOGRAPHICS
2025 RELEASE

66 Better Times Past

Population # % US Households # % US
2024 3,316,441 0.95% 2024 1,329,908 1.01%
2029 3,294,851 0.96% 2029 1,321,806 0.98%
'19‘30 4,874,338 1.96% '1990 1,765,258 1.92%
%000 4,331,423 1.54% "000 1,588,835 1.51%
'2010 3,498,287 1.13% '2010 1,322,571 1.13%
'2020 3,150,415 0.95% '2020 1,230,005 0.97%
Age Index Educational Attainment # %Pop 25+ Index
Median Age 36.7 97.2 Less than 9th Grade 108,742 4.77% 100
Some High School 271,567 11.92% 203
g' x High School Diploma 240,624 36.89% 140
7 0% Some College 517,601 22.71% 118
5.0% Associate Degree 177,714 7.80% 89
5.0% ‘ | | | || “ | | ‘ Bachelor's Degree 230,414 10.11% 48
0% ‘ Graduate Degree 132,220 5.80% 42
3.0%
i
1 o% IIII Marital Status # %Pop15+  Index
0.0% Never Married 1,460,102 54.2% 135
TRTTI3LI3RISTAIBRIRS & Now Married 501,292 12.6% 3
CEREERE 3 Q R4 B8R 8 Separated 165,454 6.1% 124
M 66 Better Times Past  m United States Widowed 187,769 7.0% 106
Divorced 378,030 14.0% 110

A half century ago, these were among the crown jewels of the American blue-collar
workers — vibrant economies driven by the Big Three out of Detroit. But no more. Cities
like Detroit, Buffalo, Rochester, and Cleveland, automotive dependent towns like Pontiac,
Flint, and Muskegon. Now suffering from high unemployment, no manufacturing jobs,
high crime, and few prospects, and population has been declining now for several
decades. One in five houses lie vacant. The housing that is occupied, while single family
detached, is among the least expensive among metropolitan areas nationwide, and rents
are very low.

What jobs are there tend to be government and low paying health care support jobs, and
those are highly prized and relatively rare. Lacking vehicles and employment, these
predominantly black households have very low incomes, poor levels of education, and are
most likely single parent families.
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