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66 Better Times Past 
 

 

 
 

A half century ago, these were among the crown jewels of the American blue- c o l l a r  
workers – vibrant economies driven by the Big Three out of Detroit. But no more. Cities 
like Detroit, Buffalo, Rochester, and Cleveland, automotive dependent towns like Pontiac, 
Flint, and Muskegon.  Now suffering from high unemployment, no manufacturing jobs, 
high crime, and few prospects, and population has been declining now for several 
decades. One in five houses lie vacant. The housing that is occupied, while single family 
detached, is among the least expensive among metropolitan areas nationwide, and rents 
are very low. 

What jobs are there tend to be government and low paying health care support jobs, and 
those are highly prized and relatively rare. Lacking vehicles and employment, these 
predominantly black households have very low incomes, poor levels of education, and are 
most likely single parent families. 
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