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65 Forgotten Towns

SEGMENT DESCRIPTIONS AND KEY DEMOGRAPHICS

Population # % US Households # % US
2024 2,830,870 0.84% 2024 1,193,382 0.91%
2029 2,865,958 0.83% 2029 1,202,410 0.89%
"1350 2,980,923 1.20% "1350 1,227,184 1.33%
%2000 2,927,681 1.04% %000 1,208,343 1.15%
2010 2,818,183 0.91% 010 1,145,580 0.98%
2020 2,757,436 0.83% 020 1,135,332 0.90%
Age Index Educational Attainment # %Pop 25+ Index
Median Age 35.5 94.0 Less than 9th Grade 112,156 5.82% 122
some High School 202,898 10.54% 179
g: x High School Diploma 718,098 37.29% 142
7 0% Some College 410,090 21.30% 110
6.0% Associate Degree 159,050 B8.26% 94
5.0% ‘ ‘ | | || “ | ‘ Bachelor's Degree 214,233 11.13% 52
4.0% ‘ ‘ Graduate Degree 108,052 5.66% 41
3.0%
2.0%
1 o% II IIII Marital Status # %Pop 15+  Index
0.0% MNever Married 545,927 41.2% 102
IRIBIRIBISTAIRIBRRE & Now Married 668,599 29.0% 53
= :ﬂ a ﬂ 8 8 3 Q R l':'} 8 ﬂ E K E Separated 138,531 6.0% 121
W65 Forgotten Towns M United States Widowed 150,429 6.5% 99
Divorced 400,819 17.4% 137

These very low income neighborhoods are scattered throughout the eastern United
States, but tend to be located in small towns to the west of the Appalachian Mountains —
from upstate New York to central Texas. Places like Fort Smith AR, Lawton OK,
Binghamton NY, and Shelbyville TN. For many, just names on the exit signs along the

way.

These racially mixed neighborhoods live in old single family detached and small multi-unit
complexes, paying relatively low rents. Home values are often under $100,000. Children
are numerous, many living in lone parent families. Education levels are lacking, and many
have no vehicle. Unemployment, while not as high as other former industrial towns,
remains a serious problem. Crime as well is problematic.

The internet is used for entertainment, in chat rooms and social media, and music tastes
range from rock to rap. While high value is put on power, a surprisingly low value is put
on working hard.
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