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62 Blue Collar Diversity 
 

 

 
 

Living in the high- d e n s i t y  urban areas of the northeast, these increasingly Hispanic 
neighborhoods with a significant Black minority have suffered greatly over the past few 
decades.  Manufacturing jobs are increasingly scarce for these relatively poorly educated 
people, and incomes are low with high crime and high unemployment.  A high percentage 
of households lack a vehicle, and many take public transit to whatever low paying jobs can 
be found. 

Many are located in the inner cities of revitalizing major centers such as Boston and 
Baltimore, but have most often been left out of that resurgence. Typical of these are the 
towns of Allentown and Reading PA, Providence RI, Hartford CT, and Springfield MA. 
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