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This segment of young, largely single adults are a significant part of the urban landscape 
in second cities from coast to coast.  While similar to Cap And Gown (57) in many 
respects, they differ in some critical aspects.  While a substantial percentage of them are 
employed by the military, they are, by and large, high school graduates only, working in 
largely service occupations with little potential for upward mobility.  In contrast to Cap 
and Gown, their interests and values often reflect a lack of motivation for improvement – 
time is spent listening to rap music, playing video games, and generally frittering away 
their leisure time surfing the internet.  Outdoor activities and sports are not major 
interests. 

Racially mixed, they generally rent in townhouse and walkup apartments in the urban 
areas of such towns as Nashville TN, Orlando FL, Virginia Beach VA, Tucson AZ, Colorado 
Springs CO, Lexington KY, and Newport News VA. 
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