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50 Pains in the Plains 
 

 

 
 

Among the countless small towns dotting the wheat and corn growing plains from north 
Texas to the Canadian border are low- i n c o m e  households struggling to make it. These 
middle-aged couples, many without children, lack the education necessary for high paying 
jobs, and tend to work in low paying, unskilled jobs in manufacturing and services. 

Most own their modest and relatively inexpensive homes. Vacant – that is abandoned – 
housing is an ongoing problem in these stable population areas. Most of the housing 
predates the 1970’s. 

This segment is rarely the dominant one in even medium size towns, such include places 
like Mena AR, Tompkinsville KY, Poteau OK, Elizabethton TN, and Corinth MS. 
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