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38 Middle America 
 

 

 
 

Similar to Great Lake Ghost Towns, this segment is found in the former industrial 
heartland from Oklahoma and Kansas in the west to update New York in the east. 
Incomes are well below average, and somewhat more diverse. Children are prevalent, 
although a significant share are raised in lone parent families.  While unemployment is 
average, the mixture of jobs has shifted over the decades – manufacturing is still 
significant, but low paying jobs in retail trade, food services, and health care have taken 
the place of the middle income jobs which have disappeared. Prospects for higher paying 
jobs are low, as education levels are lacking. 

Housing is very inexpensive, as are rents for the nearly forty percent of households who do 
not own a home.  Very little growth has occurred for several decades in these cities, such 
as Toledo and Akron OH, Wichita and Salina KS, Kansas City, South Bend and Evansville 
IN, and Lansing MI. 
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