[t AGS SEGMENT DESCRIPTIONS AND KEY DEMOGRAPHICS
2025 RELEASE

38 Middle America

Population # % US Households # % US
2024 4,528,984 1.35% 2024 1,843,646 1.40%
2029 4,508,957 1.31% 2029 1,832,488 1.36%
1390 4,981,784 2.00% 1950 1,984,366 2.16%
%000 4,848,668 1.72% %000 1,948,476 1.85%
010 4,634,166 1.50% 010 1,834,470 1.57%
"020 4,510,118 1.36% %020 1,808,540 1.43%
Age Index Educational Attainment # %Pop 25+ Index
Median Age 35.9 95.0  Lessthan 9th Grade 140,692 4.57% kL
some High School 266,653 .66% 147
:' ﬁ High School Diploma 1,146,208 37.24% 142
7.0% Some College 581,088 22.12% 115
5.0% Associate Degree 288,766 5.38% 107
5.0% ““‘| ‘l | | |||““ ‘l‘l Bachelor's Degree 374,809 12.17% 57
0% Graduate Degree 180,435 5.86% 43
3.0%
2.0%
1 0% “ ‘II“II Marital Status # %Pop 15+  Index
0.0% MNever Married 1,357,253 38.0% 94
s g 3 % & R B S 2 33 f g g g A Now Married 1,325,776 36.0% 66
oomomosmem e Separated 158,123 4.3% 86
m 38 Middle America  m United States Widowed 217,020 5.9% 90
Divorced 580,954 15.8% 124

Similar to Great Lake Ghost Towns, this segment is found in the former industrial
heartland from Oklahoma and Kansas in the west to update New York in the east.
Incomes are well below average, and somewhat more diverse. Children are prevalent,
although a significant share are raised in lone parent families. While unemployment is
average, the mixture of jobs has shifted over the decades — manufacturing is still
significant, but low paying jobs in retail trade, food services, and health care have taken
the place of the middle income jobs which have disappeared. Prospects for higher paying
jobs are low, as education levels are lacking.

Housing is very inexpensive, as are rents for the nearly forty percent of households who do
not own a home. Very little growth has occurred for several decades in these cities, such
as Toledo and Akron OH, Wichita and Salina KS, Kansas City, South Bend and Evansville
IN, and Lansing ML.
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