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37 Great Lake Ghost Towns 
 

 

 
 

This is the least diverse segment nationwide, located primarily in the small urban areas 
surrounding the Great Lakes states and as far west as Kansas. Often former industrial towns 
where population has been at best stable for several decades, manufacturing remains a 
significant part of the local economy, but has been supplanted by jobs in retail trade and 
health care. 

Incomes are below average for these middle-aged households, a significant number of 
which still have children at home. The housing is primarily single-family, and is among 
the least expensive nationwide.  Despite this, many of these households rent. 

Typical of these towns are Weirton and Wheeling WV, Altoona and Scranton PA, and 
Niagara Falls NY. 
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