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37 Great Lake Ghost Towns
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Educational Attainment

Median Age 107.9
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Less than 9th Grade
Some High School
High School Diploma
Some College
Associate Degree
Bachelor's Degree
Graduate Degree

Marital Status
Never Married
Now Married
Separated
Widowed
Divorced

#
1,791,395
1,768,110

1,816,422
1,851,115
1,816,685
1,793,670

#
82,887
187,104
1,147,039
595,624
309,261
390,920
203,765

#
1,010,465
1,522,069
114,090
255,235
498,912

SEGMENT DESCRIPTIONS AND KEY DEMOGRAPHICS

% US
1.36%
1.31%
1.98%
1.76%
1.56%
1.41%
%Pop 25+ Index
2.84% 60
6.42% 109
39.33% 150
20.42% 106
10.60% 121
13.40% 63

6.99% 51

%Pop 15+ Index
29.7% 74
44, 8% 822

3.4% 67
7.5% 114
14.7% 115

This is the least diverse segment nationwide, located primarily in the small urban areas
surrounding the Great Lakes states and as far west as Kansas. Often former industrial towns
where population has been at best stable for several decades, manufacturing remains a
significant part of the local economy, but has been supplanted by jobs in retail trade and

health care.

Incomes are below average for these middle-aged households, a significant number of
which still have children at home. The housing is primarily single-family, and is among

the least expensive nationwide.

Despite this, many of these households rent.

Typical of these towns are Weirton and Wheeling WV, Altoona and Scranton PA, and

Niagara Falls NY.
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