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30 Urban Black Neighborhoods 
 

 

 
 

These densely populated, below average income areas are overwhelmingly – 85% – Black. 
Blue collar occupations predominate – with jobs in transportation, health care services, 
and government jobs. Unemployment is very high, nearly double the national average. 
Lone parent families predominate, as married couples are only about one quarter of the 
adult population, and over one quarter of the population are under the age of eighteen. 
Most rent in large apartment buildings constructed before 1970, areas which are typically 
high in crime.  Public transit is common, as many households lack a vehicle. 

Getting by in expensive urban areas with modest income means not much left over for 
luxury goods. Interests are modest – parenting, fashion, and bridal magazines and 
purchasing a DVD player next year.  

Faith and hope are important, as expressed through musical tastes for gospel and 
Christian music. 

Located primarily in the dense urban areas of the northeast, such neighborhoods include 
the south side of Chicago IL and some areas of Washington DC and Baltimore MD. Other 
areas of significant concentration are in the inner city neighborhoods of Philadelphia PA, 
Wilmington DE, and Newark NJ. 
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