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23 Enduring Heartland 
 

 

 
 

The least racially diverse segment nationwide, these residents reflect the remnants of the 
industrial past of the Midwest and Great Lakes areas.  Nearly twenty percent are 
employed in manufacturing jobs which yield average middle-class incomes.  Most live well 
outside of the small towns and cities where they work, in semi-rural and rural low crime 
environments. Houses are inexpensive, generally older, and many are owned outright 
without a mortgage. 

Heartland blue-collar America.  Home of trucks, classic rock and country music, whiskey, 
NASCAR, and every imaginable recreational toy from jet skis to campers. They work hard 
and play hard, and enjoy a range of outdoor activities from camping to fishing and 
hunting. 

Typical towns include Carlisle and New Franklin OH, Hannibal MO, Albion NY, Athens TN, 
and Boonville IN. 
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