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14 American Playgrounds 
 

 

 
 

From the Pacific coast and mountain playgrounds to the lake and cottage country of the 
upper Great Lakes and northern New England, these neighborhoods are a mixture of 
seasonal residents, retirees, and the permanent residents who make their livings from the 
tourist trade. The resident population enjoys average incomes and has a significant 
percentage who are self-employed and home based.  Real estate, arts, and food services 
are important occupations here. 

Generally conservative in outlook, the ‘locals’ enjoy the relaxed but active lifestyle, valuing 
time with nature over the accumulation of wealth. The seasonal visitors tend to come to 
escape the hectic urban lifestyle and enjoy the natural beauty of these areas, taking in the 
range of activities available, from skiing and surfing to wineries and fine dining. 

Typical of these areas are such places as Myrtle Beach SC, Big Bear, Lake Arrowhead, and 
Cambria CA, Marco Island FL, and Ocean City MD.  In the northern summer cottage 
country areas, towns are often much rarer than lakes and rivers. 
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